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Communiqué 
Second Coordinating Body Meeting, Hobart, 22 September 2021 

The Coordinating Body held its second meeting on Wednesday 22 September. The primary purpose of this 
meeting was to consider all the input provided by the sector (through an online survey and workshops) and 
provide some initial direction to the independent consultant (WLF Accounting and Advisory) on what the 
draft Wildlife Rehabilitation Sector Strategy should look like.  

Sector Consultation 

The Coordinating Body considered the information gathered from the survey and workshops. 

• An online survey was open from 15 July – 2 August and attracted 150 responses from a broad range 
of people. Most participants were wildlife rehabilitators. The results of the online survey are 
available on the DPIPWE webpage.  

https://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/wildlife-management/caring-for-wildlife/injured-and-orphaned-
wildlife/wildlife-rehabilitation-sector-strategy  

• Five working group workshops were held in August, one for each focus area of the Strategy. A total 
of 40 people participated in the workshops. The Coordinating Body considered reports from each 
workshop, including key themes, visions and recommended outcomes. The workshop reports are 
available on the DPIPWE webpage . 

The Coordinating Body would like to sincerely thank you for volunteering your time to participate in the 
survey and the workshops. Both offer lots of rich information and potential strategies to improve the 
sector and achieve better outcomes for wildlife. The Coordinating Body will continue to use this 
information to inform the development of the Strategy over the next few months.  

Draft Strategy 

The independent consultant will prepare a draft Strategy, based on the survey and workshops, and present 
this to the Coordinating Body for consideration at the next meeting in late October. 

Have Your Say on the Draft Strategy 

The draft Strategy will be made available in November. There will be a six week opportunity for you to 
send in your written comments.  

During the six week period, the Coordinating Body will be running three face-to-face (and online) sessions 
to discuss the draft Strategy. More information will be forthcoming. We are looking forward to hearing 
your thoughts on the draft Strategy. 

Introductory Training and Recruitment Drive 

During the recent extensive consultation process (survey and workshops) the Coordinating Body heard 
loud and clear that there is a need for more wildlife rehabilitation training and skill development.  

Several Coordinating Body members have been working together on developing an introductory mammal 
training course and brought this to the attention of other members during the meeting.  
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The Coordinating Body supported the immediate roll-out of this training based on: 

- The urgent need to recruit more wildlife rehabilitators this year 
- The large volume and complexity of tasks that will come out of the Strategy, which can’t all be done 

at once 
- The need to start making small immediate improvements to the sector, where possible, and with 

support from the Coordinating Body, before next year. 

The training will be offered in October 2021 as an interim measure for the coming season. The approach to 
training in the future remains flexible and may change over time. You can provide feedback on this training 
course and other training matters to help shape future training by emailing the Coordinating Body email 
address: Coordinating.Body@dpipwe.tas.gov.au  

More information on training will be forthcoming. 

 

 
 
Members of the Coordinating Body are: 

Lisa Schimanski Volunteering Tasmania (Chair) 
Greg Irons  Bonorong Wildlife Sanctuary 
Leanne Taylor  WIRES 
Sharon Smith   Wildcare Tasmania 
Sally-Anne Richter Australian Veterinary Association 
Lyndell Whyte  Tasmanian Wildlife Rehabilitation Council 
Carolyn Avery  Tasmanian Emergency Animal Management 
Tering Davies  lutruwita Thylacine Wildlife Hospital 
Honey McClay  Independent wildlife rehabilitator/educator 
Ben Goodsir  Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment (DPIPWE) 
 
Contact: Coordinating.Body@dpipwe.tas.gov.au  
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